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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98, and in compliance with 37 CFR 1.56, the Office's 
attention is directed to the patents, publications and other information listed on the attached PTO- 
1449. A copy of each listed foreign patent and "other" document is enclosed. Attached is a copy of 
the international search report for the counterpart international application no. PCT/US03/07573 
which gives a concise explanation of the relevance of foreign patent documents FR 2544738 and 
EP 0014992 which are not in the English language. 
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"prior art" within the meaning of applicable. law. The "prior art" status of any reference is a matter 
to be resolved during prosecution. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be an 
admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in 37 CFR 1.56(b). 

It is believed that no fee is required for the filing of this document. However, if any fees are 
required by the filing of this document, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge such fees 
to our deposit account no. 12-2275. 
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